EARRINGS MOULDED IN THE SHAPE OF BUNCH
OF GRAPES ON ROMANIAN TERRITORY
(10™ —11™ CENTURIES)
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Undoubtedly the earrings hold a special place among various pieces of jewelry, with a significant
“diversity of forms. Some of the items dating back to the migration period are often mentioned in connection
~with the south Danubian area.

Remarkable, due to their fine execution and also to the technology used in their manufacture are the
“Earrings Moulded in the Shape Bunch of Grapes / traubenformig/ grappe de raisins (type 17a-17b Giesler)
- earrings, belonging to different ethnic groups.

. We won't insist on the luxurious type, which are considered to be of Byzantine origin. Such items have
béen excavated in cemeteries in Alba lIulia-Stafia de Salvare™', Blandiana-“in Vii** (fig. 1), Cluj-Napoca-
"“Str. Zapolya™, Oradea® and Pecica-“Sanjul Mare™.

“;.- Similar iterns to the bunch of grapes earings excavated in Cluj-Napoca- “Str. Zapolya” with a rhomboidal
- omament inserted in the central part of the globe-like earringcan be found in Tomb no. 69 in Szob- Kiserdd®
ind in Vukovar- Lijeva bara’.

Made out of silver, covered on gold, with filigree and granulated setting, this type of earrings are
maceable in Transylvania starting with the 10" century. Later on they also appear in Moldavm and Kiev-
_Russia®. In Crisana such earrings have been excavated in Biharea —Dealul Sumuleu and Tarcea’. A later mode,
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a bronze moulded earring has smaller dimensions. This type is traceable in a variety of forms, most of
imitate the shape of a bunch of grapes.
Alba lulia (Fig. 3): Moulded items, copying the original bunch one, have also been excavated i Alby
lulia necropolis - Statia de Salvare". R
Similar items which can be includede in the same typology have been excavated in Croatian Cemetrigg -
such as Klostar Podravski'!, Popovec—,, Bregi”'2, Veliki Bukovec'® and Vukovar - Lijeva bara", :
The volhinic type earring (form 17b Giesler) is traceable in T.6 from Sveti Juraj u Trju associated
beads (form 41a) and a ring (form 35- Giesler) is dated in the second phase of Bjelo-Brdo horizon", .
The 17b model was also discovered in the excavation in Cauaceu'® (Fig. 8), Oradea — Cazarma Husarilg -
(Fig. 4)", Oradea — Salca'® (Fig. 5-7), Ciganka'®, Halimba — Cseres™, Gomjenicaz', Ptuj — Grad® §i Sigak?
The pieces excavated in the Zvonimirovo — Veliko Polje necropolis are dated in Zvonimirovo second pha;e. :
which is synchronous with the Bjelo-Brdo first phase® horizon. "
J. Giesler places this type in a transitional pre Bjelo Brdo horizon, but it can also be traceable in the firg
phase of Bjelo Brdo horizon. At the end of this phase, model 17a was abandoned and at some time betwee;
phases one and two of Bjelo Brdo horizon, type 17b® was also abandoned.
Alba Iulia: A bunch moulded bronze earring (type 12 Mesterhdzy) belonging to the fine group of .
imitation, is recorded in the old collection of the National Museum in Alba Iulia. It has an upper part made of
circular wire (I mm thick) stuck of the lower, which is decorated with a string of cross-form beads. On the_
edges of lower part and on the inferior part of the pendant four flatted globs were applied. The itern couid be
included in subtype 12b1%.
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: Some pieces have the wire ends in a hook that is attached on the ring, which comes out of the marginal

) lmal’,."rhe piece from Alba lulia has no hook, the upper part endings being attached directly to the marginal
inobs The four strings of beads that decorate the lower part like a cross-like section, are not stuck, but are the

: ;r.sul' of moulding. Such items are considered to have Slav origins. Best analogies are to be found in South

ubian area.

Blandiana A (fig. 2): The moulded earring excavated in T8 goes back to the Bjelo Brdo horizon, and

mnay also be included in type 13-Mesterhdzy and 14- Giesler. A [ragment of an ear has nods on, in and on the

]qwer part a pendant with a granular appearance®’.

 Similar items have been excavated in Bulgaria and in Serbia. A moulded piece dating since the second

- palf of 9" century and first half of 10" century have been excavated in the north-western part of Slovakia.

“Similar items that can be included in this typology have been found in Hungary. Here they are considered to
" be copies of gold and silver earrings.

In In Halimba other items were dug out of T64, T 882, T778 and T 918. These items belong in the fine

B objects category. Those were made out after a pattern that had the lower part decorated with four bead strings.

Beads close the endings of the lower part and on both parts, bead strings are present.”®

. Analogies for this type have been discovered at Bjelo Brdo — T174 alongmde with S shape rings and
(ype 1 and 38. Other items worth mentioning here are those in Prijedor — Gomjenica®.

This situation is well pointed out by J. Giesler, who notes that these pieces are mainly found in the ex-
Yugoslawan area and less in Hungary and the same situation in Romania. Quite frequently, they have been
ssociated with the Byzantine epoch either as imported objects or as local products™.

" Garviin- Dinogetia (fig. 12): An alternative type, having a semi-moon and in the central part of the
mtenor dl’Ch with a longish prominence (type 11 Mesterhdyz, 5S¢ Giesler) is typical for the south-eastern
‘Europe’’. The only piece excavated in Romania was found in Garvan. Mesterhzy considers that earrings
«with four globs and their moulded imitations spread outside the Moravian territory in the southern part of

" Hungary®® mostly in the 10® century. Such items can be found in Ptuj — Grad, Sisak™, Klostar*® and
‘Gomjenica®. In Zvonimirovo — Veliko Polje (phase Zvonimirovo I synchronous with Bjelo Brdo 1)*® and in
Mahovljani®’ they are in combination with type 10 Giesler.
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Detta (fig. 11): Among the finds of the 1882 archaeological campaign, there is a bronze Moulge;
earring. The decoration. from the central pendant is stylized. Unfortunately only one piece of the whole
has been preserved and dates since the tenth century™. -

Timigsoara (fig. 9, 10): A bronze moulded earring type 15b Giesler has been excavated form T 13309 )
considered to be a Byzantine import dated in 10® 11" centuries®. Analyzing the drawing of the item i looks -
more like a 14b-Giesler type. A frequent association with type 37, confirmed by Giesler too, is also conﬁrm
by this situation®.

Another model, which imitates very well the bunch of grapes type, has been excavated from T1g%
dated in the second half of the tenth.century.

Riducineni (fig. 13): Among the finds excavated in 1969-on the northen, part of “Besleaga” hijp ‘,,_.»:
broze earring was g]iscovered. Granulated and with ribs, this earring is very much. like the one excﬁymm‘in'«
Garvin- Dinogetia*. )

All the finds excavated on Romanian ground emerged from. different cultural areas, consequently: wig,
typological differences. They are in a small number and most likely imports. All of them have analogies in, the
Slav area, where a number of moulds have also been excavated. These are considered to be just imitatjons of
the luxurious Byzantine jewellery. Chronologically speaking, those finds. are dated. in- the tenth and elevent;
centuries and come from the necropolis,
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Plate I: 1. Blandiana B, 2 - Blandiana A, 3- Alba lulia, 4 - Oradea - Cazarma Husarilor, 5- Oradea — Salca / M.3,
6 - Oradea - Salca / M.4, 7 Oradea - “Salca” M4, 8 — Cauaceu, 9- Timisoara — Cioreni, 10- Timigoara -Cioreni, 11-
Detta, 12 - Garvan, 13 - Riaducaneni.
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