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Abstract

In this short presentation we discuss two iron axes spotted on a school “museum corner”. The artifacts refer to have been discovered
accidentally, most probably in isolation, in the Tulucesti village area, hence they lack any archaeological context. The only reference point
we have concerns their identification in the old village Vorniceni, north from Tulucesti, towards Tatarca. They have not been
associated with other archaeological material. We do not know whether they were found in the same place.

The first one is an iron hammer-axe with narrow elongated body, a semicircular blade which is edged on both sides, well profiled,
spread out almost symmetrically from the body. The second iron axe has a triangular body in longitudinal profile, a narrow blade,
asymmetrical for the longitudinal axis, broadens towards the curved cutting edge, executed on both sides.
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The village of Tulucesti is situated in the south-east of the Galati County, north of Lake Brates, on the
upper ledge of the Covurlui Plain, which provides it with a good outlook over the wide valley of the river Prut.
The generous natural conditions favoured the early habitation of the area, the archaeological finds being
outlined both in monographic approaches to the history of the village and in the literature in the field'.

The deposits of Tulucesti are rich in fossils of Pliocene fauna, which belong to several species
(Zygolophodon borsoni Hays, Anancus arvernensis Cr. et Job., Archidiskodon meridionalis Nesti, Hippotigris
stenonis Cocchi, Paracamelus alutensis Stef., Cervus issidorensis Croiz.)z.

The funeral finds, discovered accidentally behind the train station of Tulucesti are particularly interesting.
The osteologic material recovered is at this moment part of the collection of the village school (N.B., in the
custody of Mr. Amelian Chirila, who was kind enough to provide us details regarding the circumstances of the
discovery). Apparently, they seem to be two interment graves with ochre, Yamna type, the deceased being
interred in a crouched position, with no funeral inventory. Chronologically, they are dated to the final transition
period from the Aneolithic to the Bronze Age (Yamna culture).

The Bronze Age is well represented in the village area, with findings in more sites [Tulucesti (westward
from the train station) and in the depending villages, Tatarca (the present day cemetery) and Sivita (the
present-day cemetery and its surroundings, Petre Ion’s garden, unknown site)]’.

A Geto-Dacian cremation necropolis has been identified on the lower terrace of Lake Brates, near the
Tulucesti train station (km 10 + 800). Three urns containing ashes and human osteologic remains have been
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discovered here: one Dacian, autochthonous urn and two amphorae, from Thassos and Heraclea Pontica,
respectively, the latter bearing a stamp in a circular cartouche: 7'd".

Probably the most famous monument in the area is Trajan’s Vallum, whose eastern terminal point is in
Tulucesti °. The starting of a research project concerning this Roman line of fortification occasioned the
“discovery” of more artifacts in the village school museum. They belong to various historical periods and they
have never been historiographically exploited. This paper presents two mediaeval axes in this collection.

The artifacts we refer to have been discovered accidentally, most probably in isolation, in the Tulucesti
village area, hence they lack any archaeological context. The only reference point we have concerns their
identification in the old village Vorniceni, north of Tulucesti, towards Tatarca (present-day Satul Nou). They
have not been associated with other archaeological material. We do not know whether they were found in the
same place.

1. Iron hammer-axe (fig. 1) with narrow elongated body, the semicircular blade is edged on both sides,
well profiled, spread out almost symmetrically from the body. The eye for mounting the haft and the poll are
simple, with rectangular aspect in the profile area. The elongation of the poll (the hammer) does not show
traces of usage (its edges are not deteriorated). It is decorated with three rows of stria placed symmetrically on
each head, except for one, which contains a fourth row. The lateral side of the orifice (eye) for mounting the
haft is also decorated with slit broken lines and there are hints which suggest that the upper part between eye
and poll was also decorated. It was made of one iron piece, by forging and hot-metal working. Size: maximum
length = 115 mm, blade width = 85 mm, poll length = 15 mm, poll width = 18 mm, length of the haft eye = 16 mm;
judging by size and weight of the piece, the wooden haft was probably between 300 and 400 mm long.

Pieces with a similar morphology are relatively well-known in Moldavia (fig. 3, type A); they have been
identified in lasi®, Piatra Neamt’, Murgeni®, and Vaslui’. The axe from Mandresti (Galati County)'® can be
added to this list and perhaps the artifact from Bélteni (jud. Vaslui County) belongs to the same typology (fig.
4)"'. Hammers-axes of the same type were founded in Poland'?, Russia'* or West Europe'*.

The general aspect of these pieces indicates a dual usage — for cutting and chopping as well as for
hammering. For the artifact discovered at Tulucesti, whereas the blade has a worn-out edge, probably because
of usage, the poll was not used as a hammer, for it does not display hammering traces, the slit ornament being
well preserved. See, for example, the piece identified at Curcani (Ilfov County) which shows visible traces at
the lower end, which resulted from repeated hammering"’.

Another hypothesis propounds the usage this type of axe as a weapon and it is probably the case for the
piece presented in this paper. We are of the opinion that the decorations suggest a usage different from that of
a tool, without denying its possible use in various everyday activities. In this context, we must recall the
special artifact identified in Novgorord, decorated with gilded geometric figures and signs/symbols yet
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unidentified, which was interpreted as a mark of nobility or royal power'®. Of course, we cannot rule out, in the
present stage of research, the application of some marks belonging to the workshops which produced such pieces,
all the more that a decoration similar to that on the axe found at Tulucesti (the signs in the area of the haft hole) has
been found on another piece discovered at Gugesti (Vrancea County)'’; noteworthy is that the latter piece does
not show usage traces at the lower end (hammer) either. Another interesting symbol on the axe discovered at
Gugesti is the star, made by the intersection of three lines and placed in the median area of the blade, close to
the edge, a decoration (?) identical to the one on the artifact discovered in Piatra-Neamt. Last but not least, the
piece found in lasi has the same slit decoration on the blade, made of broken lines, in the shape of the letter M.

As far as the dating of these axes is concerned, this is still hypothetical, all the more because they lack
any archaeological context, being fortuitous findings. The pieces found in Moldavia have been dated to
different centuries: Balteni (7"-11" centuries), lasi (14™-15" centuries), Mandresti (probably 10™-11®
centuries), Murgeni (14™-15" centuries), Piatra-Neamt (12"-13" centuries), Vaslui (13"-14™ centuries). The
repertory from Curcani, which contains an axe belonging to this type, has been dated to the ninth century. The
artifact from Gugesti is displayed on a table with iron tools from the 11"-15™ centuries, but the identification
in the area of pottery fragments from the 9"—11™ centuries'® may suggest a limitation of this chronology.

2. Iron axe (fig. 2) with a triangular body in longitudinal profile; a narrow blade, asymmetrical for the
longitudinal axis, broadens towards the curved cutting edge, executed on both sides. The neck is narrow, well
profiled; the poll is simple, rectangular. It was made of one iron piece, by forging and hot-metal working. The
eye for mounting the haft is oval. Size: maximum length = 156 mm, blade width = 140 mm, poll length = 45
mm, poll width = 37 mm, length of the eye for the haft = 27 mm; judging by size and weight of the tool, the
wooden haft was probably 800 to 1000 mm long.

Pieces with a similar morphology are relatively well-known in Moldavia (fig. 3, type B); they have been
identified at Baia'®, Belcestizo, Campulung Moldovenesc?', Cosnazz, Cozénesti23, Dérménesti24, Fedesti25 , Lespezi26,
Negoiesti27, Pﬁhnestizg, Piatra Neam‘gzg, Siret®®, Suletea31, Suceava®’, Targu Neam‘g33 , Targu Trotu§34, Vatra Dornei’,
Vutcani’®, etc. (fig. 5). Axes of the same type were founded in Poland®’, Russia®®, Serbia and Croatia™.
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The general aspect of these artifacts and their relatively frequent discovery in the inventory of some
dwellings suggest everyday usage. Most probably, the axes of this type played a secondary part in military
actions. The piece from Tulucesti has a rounded poll without usage traces, while other axes have traces on that
part that attest to their dual usage, cutting/chopping and hammering.

Most of the specialists interested in the typology of these tools consider that they belong to the 13"-14"
centuries,4lgut some of the artifacts have been identified in dwellings dated to the 15™ century, judging by their
inventory .
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Fig. 1. Axe-hammer found in Tulucesti (photo and drawing).
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Fig. 2. Axe found in Tulucesti (photo and drawing).
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Fig. 3. Places with finds in Moldavia: Type A. hammer-axes: Balteni, lasi, Piatra Neamt, Mandresti, Murgeni, Tulucesti, Vaslui.
Type B. axes: Campulung, Cosna, Cozanesti, Darméanesti, Piatra Neamt, Suceava, Suletea, Vatra Dornei, Vutcani.
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Fig. 4. Hammer-axes of type A: 1. Balteni (after D. Gh. Teodor), 2. Curcani (after M. Comsa, C. Deculescu), 3. Gugesti (after A. Paragind),
4. Murgeni (after Em. I. Emandi), 5. Mandresti (after C. Croitoru), 6. lasi (after Em. I. Emandi), 7. Piatra Neamt (after Em. I. Emandi),
8. Tulucesti (after C. Croitoru), 9. Vaslui (after Em. I. Emandi).
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Fig. 5. Axes of type B: 1. Campulung, 2. Cosna (after Em. I. Emandi), 3. Cozanesti (after V. Spinei), 4. Darmanesti (after C. Scorpan),
5. Piatra Neamt, 6. Suceava, 7. Suletea, 8. Vatra Dornei, 9. Vutcani (after Em. I. Emandi).






